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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



AN OPEN LETTER. 



The policy I have outlined In my article " How to Attack the Tariff," in 
this number of The Review, has already been received with great favor by 
journals representing the business industries of the country. It is conserva- 
tive in its methods, and will not alarm any legitimate industries or tend to 
embarrass production or trade of any kind. On the contrary, it is believed 
that all industries will be promoted and general prosperity will result from 
the adoption of this policy. 

It has the advantage of being easily comprehended. Those who have 
paid but little attention to economic questions will have no difficulty in 
comprehending the method of attack or of understanding the results which 
will follow. It has the further advantage of permitting a short session 
of Congress, and thus enabling Representatives to return to their constitu- 
ents at the earliest time practicable. It will enable the House to fully map 
out aiid determine its line of policy before the meeting of the National Dem- 
ocratic Convention, so that confusion and uncertainty will be prevented, and 
the platform of the party which may be adopted at the National Convention 
can be in perfect harmony with the policy of the Democratic Representa- 
tives in Congress. 

The Committee on Ways and Means is composed of fifteen Representa- 
tives, eleven of whom, including the five Republicans, reside in Northern 
States. No charge of Southern sectionalism can be alleged or maintained 
against this committee, or against any measure that it may recommend. 
The great manufacturing and producing States of the country are repre- 
sented, and every measure produced will have in view the promotion of the 
best interests of the country, both manufacturing and agricultural. 

Wm. M. Springer. 



THE FLOUR OP THE FUTURE. 

What part has science in the making of bread ? To what extent has 
this staple article of food been improved and benefited by the immense 
strides made in scientific knowledge, applicable to almost every other arti- 
cle? There seems a great lack of knowledge of the proper composition and 
nutritious qualities of flour ; of the process of fermentation ; of the generat- 
ing of gases in baking ; of the effect of the absence or superabundance of any 
certain ingredient in bread. It is true that the bread of this century is 
whiter than that of our forefathers ; it may be lighter, from the addition of 
artificial baking-powders and similar compounds ; but is it better, more 



